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ANNUAL REPORTS. 


The blanks for annual reports were sent 


out from the Commission office in December | 


with the request that these should be re- 
turned by January 10th. Since the Com- 
mission is required by law to keep statistics 
of free public libraries of the state, and 
report the same to each regular session of 
the Legislature, it is necessary to insist 
upon a very prompt return of the report 
blanks. The Commission realizes that it is 
‘often a serious inconvenience and some- 
times an impossibility to complete the report 
in so short a time, and it has been sug- 
. gested that it might be more convenient for 
all concerned if reports were made in July, 
which is the time when library boards are 
re-organized and new members are ap- 
pointed. Both librarians and secretaries of 
the boards would have more time for com- 
Piling statistics during the summer months 
when there is less pressure of work in all 
directions, and the Commission report could 
be completed and in the hands of the Legis- 
lature before the opening of the session. 
The change would involve some confusion 
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in the reports for one year, but would not 
the greater convenience in future years more 
than compensate for the temporary dis- 
advantage? 

An expression of opinion. from librarians 
and library boards is requested, and if a 
majority favor the change, an amendment 
to the law can be introduced in the present 
session of the Legislature. Will not the 
library boards consider this matter at once, 
and report to the Secretary of the Com- 
mission without delay? 


PARCELS POST FOR LIBRARY BOOKS. 


At several meetings of the Country Life 
Commission appointed by President Roose- 
velt to make a study of rural conditions, 
the subject of parcels post on rural routes 
received consideration. The League of Li- 
brary Commissions appointed a committee 
to urge the matter, and in behalf of this 
committee various commission workers pre- 
sented the advantages of this plan from the 
library standpoint at meetings held in 
Omaha, Neb., Madison, Wis. and St. Anthony 
Park, Minn. Later the committee sent a 
petition to the commission requesting them 
to include in their report a recommenda- 
tion for parcels post for the following 
reasons: 

“Under existing conditions a wide dis- 
tribution of books for home study in rural 
communities is made prohibitive through 
the existing high rates of postage, many 
borrowers, who would pursue courses of 
study being unable to do so through postal 
exactions. 











Through the establishment of parcels post 
the educational value of public libraries and 
traveling libraries will be greatly increased, 
as it will enable librarians to send individ- 
ual volumes to patrons on rural routes at 
less than half the present cost, thus en- 
couraging home study.” 

The Country Life Commission has replied 
to this petition that they are strongly in 
favor of parcels post, and that they are 
especially impressed with its value in re- 
lation to the spread of library facilities. 
The advantages of this system in facilitating 
the loan of single volumes to individuals 
are obvious, and all interested in libraries 
are urged to use their influence to forward 
the passage of this bill. 


EXHIBITS. 

Etchings. The Library Commission has 
obtained from Frederick Keppel & Co., New 
York, a collection of etchings, which has 
already been exhibited in the libraries at 
Mankato .and Rochester. There are 39 
prints in the collection, including examples 
of the work of Whistler, Pennell, Bacher, 
MacLaughlin, Senseney, Moran and others. 
The pictures are accompanied by a number 
of pamphlets on etchings and engravings, 
and illustrated catalogs. 

The collection, which is one of consider- 
able value, may be loaned to any library 
in the state which will pay the express 
charges one way. Librarians are requested 
to make application at once, stating the 
time at which they would prefer to have the 
etchings, so that a circuit may be arranged 
to suit the best convenience of all. 


Venice of To-day. A collection of forty 
sketches of Venice, half in color and half 
in black and white by F. Hopkinson Smith 
has been purchased by the Commission to 
be loaned to the libraries throughout the 
state. As Italy is one of the most popular 
subjects for club study this year, the prints 


will first be loaned to those libraries or | 


clubs where this subject is being pursued, 
but other libraries desiring to borrow the 
collection are asked to make early applica- 
tion in order to facilitate the planning of 
the circuit. A reading list on the history, 


description and art of Venice will accom- 
pany the pictures, and it is suggested that 
all material on this subject in the library 
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should be displayed with the pictures, 
which will undoubtedly arouse interest ip 
this most picturesque city. 


The Minnesota State Art Society offers 
for the use of public libraries, clubs or 
responsible organizations any where in the 
state, its collection of paintings, photo- 
graphs and art handicraft. 

The collections of paintings, etchings, Jap- 
anese prints and articles of art handicraft 
are small but valuable. 

The photographs are in three sets: One 
set consists of 190 photographs, size 20x24, 
and reproduces Italian masterpieces in 
painting, sculpture and architecture. 

Another set, ranging from: 23x28, to 30x42, 
numbers fifty-five. This set can be obtained 
either framed or unframed, and represents 
Dutch, Spanish, German and Italian schools 
of art. 

The third collection is a very choice one, 
printed in Germany in the colors of the 
originals, and represents pictures from all 
the principal galleries of Europe. In size 
these are 9x12 inches, and are put up in 
twenty-five portfolios. 

No charge except that of express for 
transportation is made for the use of any 
of these collections. 

They can be ordered direct from the 
Clerk of The State Art Society at the Old 
Capitol Building, St. Paul, who will furnish 
catalogs and any further information de- 
sired. 


UNIVERSITY EXTENSION LECTURES ON 
BUSINESS SUBJECTS. 


Since it is a self-evident fact that the 
success of any system of self government 
must depend upon the intelligence and effi: 
ciency attained by the great mass of the 
people, the state is beginning to realize in 
a new way the importance of offering larger 
educational opportunities to those who are 
not in a position to avail themselves of 
formal education as provided in universi- 
ties and higher schools. 

The public library has been the first step 
in this reaching out to the whole people 
of the larger knowledge that means eff- 
ciency and power. Other institutions have 
provided for certain classes or for those 
who had sufficient time and means within 
their control, but the library has been fully 











ce 
vil 


the 


ing 
ces 
hay 
tio 
pre 
the 
pul 
sey 


pra 
fit 

fiel 
unf 
and 
to 

end 
cen 
life 


to ¢ 
ent 
mu: 
con: 
tain 
inve 
it i 
prin 
that 


tow: 
ecor 











‘ 


and freely for all. It can and should re- 
main the center for the further development 
of this new mmovement in educational ex- 
tension, and become in very essence a 
university of the common people—an instru- 
ment of tremendous power. 


The study of business has come but re- 
cently into the ranks of technical educa- 
tion. It need hardly be suggested that 
the business world of twenty-five years ago 
is not the business world of to-day, and 
that the simple conditions under which a 
generation ago a Man with a small amount 
of capital and average intelligence might 
hope to win an independent fortune, have 
ceased largely to exist. The business en- 
vironment has become much more complex. 
Much greater technical knowledge is re- 
quired for successful business transaction 
and far greater skill to grasp and solve 
the puzzle of confronting conditions. 


In view of the necessity for better train- 
ing if such conditions are to be met suc- 
cessfully the State University of Minnesota 
hag this year organized courses in prepara: 
tion for business careers. A recent circular 
promises the extension of the benefits of 
the work to the whole state as rapidly as 
public interest will permit, and announces 
several lectures as available immediately. 
We know of no field in which an increased 
practical knowledge would be of more bene- 
fit to the people as a whole than in the 
field of business. It is a field that has 
unfortunately received but little attention, 
and we are glad to recommend this course 
to the attention of all librarians who are 
endeavoring to make their libraries the 
center of the highest social and intellectual 
life of the community. 


We note that the subjects are such as 
to offer an intimate knowledge of business 
enterprises with which every individual 
must have close contact. Under modern 
conditions every person must deal to a cer- 
tain extent with insurance, transportation, 
investments and property accumulation, and 
it is important that he should know the 
principal facts and forces of this machinery, 
that he may deal with it properly. 


The fact that in many of our smaller 
towns, men’s clubs for study of social and 
economic problems are being organized 
would indicate a live interest in these ques- 
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tions of the day, and the announcement 
of this course of lectures is particularly 
timely. 

For circulars and further 
write to the Commission or to Dr. Benjamin 
M. Rastall, Department of Economics, Uni- 
ersity of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 


information 


NEW BOOKS OF MINNESOTA HISTORY 
AND BIOGRAPHY. 


The State of Minnesota may be congratu- 
lated on receiving within the last three 
months of 1908 large additions to her his- 
torical literature. These comprise two 
histories of the state and two volumes in 
the series of the Minnesota Historical So- 
ciety Collections. 

In October the little but most valuable 
volume by Prof. William W. Folwell, en- 
titled “Minnesota, the North Star State,” 
was published by the Houghton, Mifflin 
Company. It is a 16mo book of 382 pages, 
giving in nineteen chapters an excellent 
summary, or, as we may say, a bird’s-eye 
view, of the history, the people, and the 
institutions of Minnesota. This work is 
much abridged from the author’s first manu- 
script to fit its place in the pubiishers’ 
series of American Commonwealths. All 
readers and librarians will wish to Dr. 
Folwell many further years for the com- 
pletion of his labors on our state history, 
in which a vast amount of material from 
original sources has been gathered by him 
beyond what is thus now issued. We may 
hope and expect that ultimately one or 
more octavo or quarto volumes will be re- 
ceived from his writing, through which he 
will be remembered in future times with 
gratitude as the great historian of Minne- 
sota, more than as the honored first presi- 
dent of our State University. 

Another history, “Minnesota in Three 
Centuries, 1655 to 1908,” has been distribu- 
ted to its subscribers during the last two 
months. Its four octavo volumes, of about 
400 to 500 pages each, with many plates 
of illustrations, portraits and maps, are a 
serviceable and somewhat elaborate narra- 
tion of the early explorations of this area, 
its settlement and founding as a territory 
and state, and its political and industrial 
development to the present day. The auth- 
ors, R. I. Holcombe, Gen. L. F. Hubbard, 
Frank R. Holmes and Warren Upham, have 











written their respective parts of this work 
mostly in the Library of the Minnesota 
Historical Society; but that society is not 
a patron of the publication, and does not 
guarantee its accuracy. With all its de- 
fects, which are more keenly regretted by its 
editorial board, Gen. L. F. Hubbard, Gen. 
James H. Baker, Hon. William P. Murray, 
and Warren Upham, than they can be 
known and regretted by any subscriber or 
reader, this history is yet a treasury of 
much reliable and interesting information, 
here for the first time made accessible to 
the average citizen. 


In November and December two volumes, 
numbered XII and XIII, have been added to 
the publications of our Historical Society. 
The former, having 827 pages and 38 plate 
illustrations, consists of the papers and 
addresses presented within the past three 
years; and the latter, of 480 pages, is a 
series of biographies, “Lives of the Govern- 
ors of Minnesota,” with portraits, by Gen. 
James H. Baker, who personally has known 
each of our eighteen territorial and state 
governors. These volumes are to be dis- 
tributed to members of the society, to the 
larger libraries of Minnesota, and to other 
historical societies and the most important 
libraries throughout the United States and 
other countries, the remainder being held 
for sale. Volume XII, in its preface, men- 
tions further volumes in preparation for the 
society’s publication, one being a more ex- 
tended biography of Governor Ramsey, and 
another an account of “Minnesota Geo- 
graphic Names,” giving their origin and 
meaning. W. U. 


RECENT LIBRARY LITERATURE. 


A. L. A. Catalog Rules. The revised edi- 
tion of the condensed rules for an author 
and title catalog, compiled by committees 
of the American Library Association and 
the (English) Library Association has been 
issued by the A. L. A. Publishing Board. 
Price 60 cents, postpaid. 


Guide to Reference Books. The second 
edition of the Guide to the study and use 
of reference books, by Alice B. Kroeger, 
has been thoroughly revised and enlarged 
one-half. Special attention is called to the 


index, which shows where to find in the 
various reference books many topics of 
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general interest to which there is ordinarily 
no clue. May be obtained of the A. L, 4 
Publishing Board—Price $1.50. 


Aids in Book Selection. The A. L. A. Pyb. 
lishing Board has issued as Library hand. 
book, No. 4, a pamphlet on Aids in Book 
Selection, by Alice B. Kroeger and Sarah 
W. Cattell. This is a readable account of 
the periodicals useful in the selection of 
books for libraries. The Commission wil] 
furnish a copy upon request to any library 
in the state which needs fuller bibliograph. 
ies than are furnished in the A. L, A. Cata. 
log and Booklist or the pamphlet may be 
obtained from the A. L. A. Publishing Board 
at 15 cents. 


Foreign Book-lists. In the series of For. 
eign book-lists issued by the A. L. A. Pub 
lishing Board two new numbers have ap- 
peared which may be obtained of the Com. 
mission by any library in the state inter. 
ested in the purchase of these books. The 
lists comprise selected lists of titles which 
may be recommended to smal] libraries for 
purchase. 

The list of French books is compiled by 
Prof. Jean Charlemagne Bracq of Vassar 
College, and the list of Norwegian and 
Danish books by Arne Kildal of the Library 
of Congress. 


American Library Economy. Section 1 of 
part 1 in the series of Modern American 
Library Economy as _ illustrated by the 
Newark Free Public Library, by John Cotton 
Dana has been issued. It is a pamphlet 
of 32 pages with 28 illustrations, describing 
in great detail the work of the registration 
desk. It may be obtained of the Elm Tree 
Press, Woodstock, Vt. for 25 cents. 


Modern Verse. The City Library of 
Springfield has compiled a very attractive 
little pamphlet entitled Some Modern Verse, 
containing a partial list of recent poetry 
in the library, in response to the constant 
demand for the better verse that has ap 
peared during the last quarter century. 
The Library has announced that the list 
may be obtained in quantities for $3.50 per 
hundred, or with changed title-page for 
$4.50 per hundred. Address H. C. Wellman, 
Librarian, City Library, Springfield, Mass. 

Library Commission Year-book. The 
1908 edition of the Year-book of the League 
of Library Commissions, compiled by the 
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Secretary of the Minnesota Commission has 
appeared. It contains the usual resumé of 
the activities of the various library commis- 
sions or similar bodies in 28 states, with 
special emphasis in this number on the 
work of traveling libraries. Any one in the 
state interested in the work of library com- 
missions in general may obtain a copy by 
addressing the Secretary of the Commission. 

List of Current Periodicals. The list of 
current periodicals in the libraries of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis published by the 
Twin City Library Club may be of use to 
librarians throughout the state who wish 
to direct students where to ‘ind material 
in the libraries of the Twin Cities. For this 
purpose the Commission has obtained a 
number of copies of the list and would be 
glad to furnish it to any public or college 
library in the state where it would be of 
use. 





BOOKS FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE. 
Faribault Public Library, 
Sarah E. LeCrone, Librarian. 

Scribner’s Monthly, V. 11-24. one-half 

leather. 
Mankato Normal School Library, 
Alice Farr, Librarian. 

A. L. A. Index to general literature, 1893. 
Bliss—Encyclopedia of social] reform, 1897. 

Will be sold at a very low price. Write to 
the librarian for particulars. 

STATE FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S 

CLUBS. 


Library and Reciprocity Committees. 


At the annual meeting of the Minnesota 
Federation of Women’s Clubs held at St. 
Cloud October 6-8, the library and reciproc- 
ity committees were merged. It was found 
that the two committees were working 
along similar lines, and it was believed 
that the work of both committees would be 
strengthened by joining forces. The com- 
mittees are unofficially connected with the 
Public Library Commission through the 
appointment of the Secretary of the Com- 
mission as chairman. 

This arrangement serves the double pur- 
pose of bringing the club women in closer 
touch with the state resources, and of 
bringing the Commission into a closer re- 
lation with the work of individual clubs and 
of the Federation. 
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The committtee aims to carry out the 
reciprocity idea not only by exchange of 
material for club-study, but in becoming a 
center of information on club matters, and 
in co-operating with the standing commit- 
tees of the Federation by collecting and cir- 


culating through the local library material 


to arouse interest in the various movements 
for socia] betterment which the Federation 
is seeking to advance. 


TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES. 


The reorganization of the Traveling Li- 
brary Department has been completed dur- 
ing the last six months. The open shelf 
collection has been classified according to 
the Decimal system, so that material on 
various subjects for study clubs, teachers 
or individual students is readily available. 
A list of books of special interest to teach- 
ers is in preparation, to be followed later 
by special lists on home science and agri- 
culture. 

There has been a steady increase in the 
requests from individuals for material for 
debates and club work. Almost every day 
brings some inquiry of this kind, and the 
topics cover a wide range, including such 
subjects as trade unions, municipal chari- 
ties, leather work, education in Spain, forest 
reserves and many topics in art and litera- 
ture. 

During November and December 25 books, 
130 magazine articles and 3 clippings were 
loaned to 37 different borrowers. 

Two hundred and ninety books withdrawn 
from traveling libraries but still in readable 
condition and 909 popular magazines have 
been given to lumber camps. 


TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB. 


The Twin City Library Club held the first 
regular meeting of the season of 1908-09 at 
the University Farm, St. Anthony Park, 
on Monday December 7th. A _ delicious 
country supper was served in the dining 
hall at 7:00 o’clock with Mr. E. W. Randall, 
Dean of the Department of Agriculture at 
the head of the table. There were in 
attendance about 55 members of the club, 
beside several members of the faculty of 
the school. 




































After supper the club adjourned to the 
main building where the sewing depart- 
ment, auditorium, museum and library with 
its very attractive reading room were vis- 
ited. The library contains about 12,500 
volumes in addition to a complete file of 
all publications of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture and bulletins of the Experi- 
ment Stations in other states. 

Later the members were called to order 
in the faculty room. Mr. James T. Gerould, 
the president of the club, referred to the 
fact that since the last meeting, the club 
had had the honor of entertaining the 
American Library Association, congratulated 
the club on the success of the conference, 
and expressed his thanks as chairman of 
the local committee for the co-operation of 
all of the members. He then announced 
the appearance of the club’s first publica- 
tion, a “List of current periodicals in the 
libraries of St. Paul and Minneapolis.’ While 
there are undoubtedly many errors and in- 
consistencies in the first edition, it is hoped 
that it may prove a working basis for future 
lists, that it will be of service to the student 
working in any of the libraries of the two 
cities and that it may result in the elimina- 
tion of unnecessary duplication of material. 
It was stated that a copy of the list would 
be given to each member of the club, five 
copies to each contributing library, and that 
additional copies could be obtained of the 
secretary of the club for ten cents each. 

Mr. Gerould then introduced Dean Randall, 
who outlined clearly and in a most inter- 
esting way the work of the Department of 
Agriculture. Since there are 1,000,000 peo- 
ple living on farms in Minnesota, it is 
evident that education along agricultural 
lines is of great importance to our state. 
The department includes the three Agricul- 
tural Experiment Stations at St. Anthony 
Park, where general farm problems are 
being solved; at Crookston, where the sub- 
ject of drainage receives special attention; 
and at Grand Rapids, where the problem of 
Northeastern Minnesota, that of clearing 
cut-over land is given prominence. 110 
bulletins have been issued by the stations, 
which are sent to all farmers who request 
them. In addition to the College of Agri- 
culture, there are schools of agriculture at 
St. Anthony Park and also at Crookston. 
These offer a three years course of High 
School grade, requiring six months of farm 


experience for entrance. The cost of living 
is reduced to a minimum, so that a student 
may take the six months course for $8§,99 
including all expenses. There are in addj. 
tion special schools, such as the Dairy 
School, School of Forestry, and a farmer's 
short course of four weeks given in the 
winter. The total enrollment in all de 
partments last year was 1,160. 

After a vote of thanks to Dean Randall, 
Prof. Mayne and the librarian—Miss Anna 
Smith—for their delightful entertainment, 
the meeting adjourned. 


PERSONAL. 


At the December meeting of the Commis. 
sion, Miss Martha Wilson, Western Reserve 
Library School, 1905, who has been assist- 
ant on the Commission staff since January 
last, was elected librarian in charge of the 
traveling libraries. 


Miss Miriam E. Carey, formerly librarian 
of state institutions under the Iowa Board 
of Control, was elected organizer, and will 
begin work in Minnesota in January. 


Miss Mary McIntyre, formerly librarian 
of the Agricultural School, was married in 
April to Mr. J. G. McClelland, of Frederick- 


town, Ohio. Her place in the library has 
been filled by Miss Anna Smith, formerly 
of the St. Paul Public Library, who has 
recently returned from a year in Japan, 
during which time she cataloged the library 
in the Girls School at Hiroshima, the school 
made famous by the “Lady of the Decora- 
tion.” 


Mrs. Jane Randall Fleming, who has been 
for some time head cataloger of the St 
Paul Public Library, was married in October 
to Mr. H. L. De Camp of Spokane, Wash. 
Miss Anne Wood has been appointed to 
succeed her. 


The Alexandria Public Library has lost 
one of its most valued friends in the death 
of former State Senator G. B. Ward. Mr. 
Ward has been president of the library 
board for many years and has devoted much 
time and thought to the best interests of 
the library. As a member of the Legisla- 
ture, he placed himself on record as 4 
staunch supporter of the Library Commis 
sion and other educational interests. 





148 





NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 


Austin. The fourth annua] entertainment 
course for the benefit of the library opened 
October 24th with a concert by The Hight 
vassar Girls. There will be five numbers 
in the course, which promises to be the 
strongest and best ever given in the city. 

Bemidji. The council has agreed to make 
an annual appropriation of $1,500 for the 
library, and Mr. Carnegie has been asked 
to increase his gift to $15,000. Haxby and 
Gillespie of Fargo have been chosen as 
architects, and an admirable site has been 
provided in the city park overlooking Lake 
Bemidji. An attractive and unique feature 
of the plan will be out-door reading-rooms 
on the lake side. 


Blue Earth. On the fourth anniversary 
of its dedication, Mr. W. E. C. Ross, the 
donor of the library building, presented a 
beautiful picture of Ann Hathaway’s cot- 
tage. The walls of the reading room are 
also adorned with two fine photographs 
brought from Rome by Miss Garrison. Spe- 
cial attention has been given to High-school 
debaters, a table with material reserved for 
their use being placed at their disposal in 
the children’s reading room. 


Brown’s Valley. The formal opening of 
the public library and reading-room took 
place November 6th, when a reception was 
held in the Commercial Club rooms across 
the hall from the library. A musical pro- 
gram was presented, and a number of short 
addresses were given. 


Cloquet. Graded lists of books suitable 
for children’s reading have been compiled 
and distributed to the teachers of the city. 


Crookston. The Carnegie Library at 
Crookston was formally opened to the pub- 
lic on the evening of November 27th, thus 
celebrating the birthday of Andrew Car- 
negie. During the early part of the even- 
ing, an orchestra furnished music - while 
the visitors were given an opportunity 
to inspect the building. Later the audience 
assembled in the lecture room where Mr. 
J. W. Wheeler, president of the Library 
Board presided. He first called upon Con- 
gressman Halvor Steenerson, whose subject 
was Andrew Carnegie, his life and works. 
He briefly reviewed the life of the donor of 





the library, and dwelt upon the influence 
of his many benefactions, closing by wish- 
ing him many returns of the day. Prof. 
E. E. McIntire, Supt. of Public Schools, 
followed with a scholarly address on the 
Educational Value of the Public Library, 
which emphasized very strongly the import- 
ance of the right selection of books, the 
right use of books, and outlined a plan for 
closer co-operation between the library and 
the school. The General Benefits of the 
Library were summed up by Hon. A. A. 
Miller, who called attention to the recent 
development of the idea of popular educa- 
tion, and said that “of all of the agencies 
potent in the training of a man or woman 
none seem likely to be more useful than 
the great system of public libraries now 
being established in the land.” On behalf 
of the library board, Mr. George S. Chester- 
man reviewed the history of the library 
building, and gave a general view of the 
plans of the board for the future upbuilding 
of the institution. 


Mr. David H. Turner presented the library 
with two handsome copper jardinieres filled 
with ferns and two vases of hammered cop- 
per, which are exact copies of ancient works 
of art. 


The building, which cost $17,500, is of 
St. Louis pressed brick, with Bedford stone 
trimmings. It is built on the usual oblong 
plan with reading rooms on either side of 
the delivery room and book-room back of the 
delivery desk. The interior is attractively 
finished in oak, with the walls in soft brown 
shades. In the basement is a lecture room 
which will seat about 100 people, and an- 
other room designed for a public rest-room 
which is as yet unfurnished. It is interest- 
ing to note that the “Carnegie Literary 
Society,” a club of young men, is already 
holding weekly meetings in the lecture 
room. The use of the room has also been 
offered to the various women’s clubs of the 
city. 


Detroit. The library has been removed 
from the basement of the Congregational 
Church to a very desirable location just off 
the main street. The room is well-lighted 
and heated, and provides ample space to 
house the present collection of books with 
considerable room for growth. The library 
now numbers about 800 volumes and over 
300 borrowers cards have been issued. 
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Duluth. The library was closed for two 
weeks while the walls and ceilings of all 
the rooms were re-decorated. An oil portrait 
of Henrik Ibsen has been presented to the 
library by one of the local Norwegian soci- 
eties, and will be hung in the club room. 


Fairmont. About 75 school children were 
delightfully entertained at the library one 
afternoon in November by some selections 
from “Story-Tell Lib” by Annie Trumbull 
Slosson, and “The Birds’ Banquet” given 
by Miss Mary Phelps of Los Angeles, who 
is a professional reader of exceptional 
talent. 


Glencoe. The library of the Glencoe Li- 
brary Association was organized in Novem- 
ber by Miss Baldwin and Miss Wilson of 
the Library Commission. 


Glenwood. The library board arranged 
for a series of three entertainments for the 
benefit of the library during the early fall 
and winter, and the churches decided to 
give no entertainments until the library 
course was finished, in order to insure its 
success. This is surely evidence of a fine 
spirit for co-operation, which speaks well 
for the future of the library in Glenwood. 


Grand Rapids. A course of five entertain- 
ments has been arranged under the auspices 
of the library board. 


Granite Falls. The library board which 
was appointed by the council] in August has 
been organized and the work of the library 
will be resumed with renewed interest. 


Hastings. A series of entertainments is 
being given in the High School auditorium 
for the benefit of the Public Library. 


Hibbing. A fine engraving of Guido 
Reni’s “Aurora” has been presented to the 
library by Supt. C. E. Young of the public 
schools. 
a gift of Swedish books from Rev. Theodore 
Livingstone of the Swedish Methodist 
Church. The library has been open on 
Sunday afternoons since the first of October. 

The 200 colored reproductions of old mas- 
ters belonging to the State Art Society were 
loaned to the library during November. The 
Saturday Club opened the exhibit by a 
reception at which tea was served in a very 
attractive way in the trustees’ room. 


The library is also in receipt of | 


Jackson. The library room has beep re 
papered, painted, and a new floor covering 
laid. Plans for a story hour on the firgt 
Saturday of each month have been made, 
the members of the Woman’s Club assisting 
the librarian in this work. 


Janesville. The regular quarterly meet. 
ing of the library board, which was held 
in October, took the form of a reception by 
the ladies of the board to the gentlemen and 
their wives, and to the superintendent and 
teachers of the public schools. Mrs. Chand. 
ler presided and opened the meeting with 
paper: “How can we benefit our library?” 
She was followed by Mrs. Helen Shepard 
on “The coming citizen.” Mrs. Willis’ sub. 
ject was “The rights of children in the 
library” and Mrs. Jennison spoke on “The 
necessity of separating the children’s books 
from those of older people.” Prof. Dills 
spoke for a few moments on the “Co-opera- 
tion of the public library with that of the 
schools.” 

Refreshments were served and a social 
hour followed. 


Kenyon. Miss Lorence Munson, gave a 
reading for the benefit of the library, which 
netted about $12.00. Miss Munson gives 
half her program in Norwegian or in Nor- 
wegian dialect, and is very popular in many 
Minnesota towns. 


Lake City. Two new book stacks, with 
a capacity of 1,800 volumes, have been added 
to the library, thus making possible a much 
more convenient arrangement of the books. 
Anothér improvement is the installation of 
four Tungsten lamps in the reading-room. 


Le Roy. The Library Association gave 
a supper in October which added about $20 
to the library treasury. At this time also 
reports were received from those who had 
been “turning nickels” for the library dur 
ing the summer. Over $100 was raised in 
this way. 


Little Falls. 


The story hour has beet 
inaugurated at the library under the direc 


tion of a committee of five women. The 
first was given November 28th, when vari 
ous legénds of all time from Hermes and 
King Midas down to Uncle Remus _ were 
related. 

There was an attendance of 130 children, 
mostly under eight years of age, as well 


150 








as twenty-seven grown-ups. At the Christ- 


mas story hour on December 12th, the at- 
tendance was increased to 185 children and 


44 adults. A delightful program was pre- 
sented, culminating in the arrival of Santa 
Claus himself who presented each good child 
with a box of candy. 


Mankato. The pottery exhibit held in 
October was a success in every way, and 
was the beginning of a permanent collection. 
The Art History Club purchased an exqui- 
site Rookwood vase, for the library, and the 
Dedham pottery presented a collection of 
valuable plates and a few odd pieces show- 
ing the development of their work, while an 
interesting piece made from clay found near 
Mankato was donated by Mrs. J. C. Noe. 

In November a reception was given to the 
educators of the city, including the minis- 
ters, members of study clubs, and teachers 
of the Normal, City and Parochial schools 
and the business colleges. Four inspiring 
talks were given by Mrs. B. D. Smith, Judge 
Lorin Cray, Rev. T. Ross Paden and Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Eberhart on the library 
from the standpoint of the school, the busi- 
ness man, the minister and the club, re- 
spectively. 

The exhibit of etchings by American ar- 
tists (now to be obtained from the Library 
Commission) attracted a large number of 
visitors and Mrs. R. E. Brown gave a de- 
lightful talk on “American Etching and 
Etchers” to a very appreciative audience. 
A collection of Copley prints reproducing 
American masterpieces of painting and 
sculpture was on exhibition in December, 
when Mr. Gilbert Fletcher gave a talk on 
American painters. 

Sub-stations have been established in two 
of the outlying schools. 


Mapleton. The Secretary of the Commis- 
sion met with the library board in Novem- 
ber to discuss plans for the new building. 
A number of plans were examined and the 
essential features of a building adapted to 
the needs of Mapleton were considered. 
Claude & Starck of Madison, Wis., who have 
nade a specialty of plans for libraries, were 
later chosen as architects. 


Minneapolis. Two new stations have 
been opened, and the board has decided to 
purchase a lot, and erect a building for the 
South Side Branch to cost about $20,000. 








A series of free lectures will be given 
during the winter months, carrying out the 
plan which was inaugurated so successfully 
a year ago. The Saturday afternoon story 
hour will also be continued at the branches 
as well as at the Central library, where there 
will be a number of museum talks on butter- 
flies, birds, shells, minerals, etc., the col- 
lections on all these subjects being acces- 
sible to the children. The usual exhibit of 
books suitable for Christmas gifts was held 
during December. 


Monticello. The new school building in 
which the library had a special room was 
burned December 12th. Fortunately most 
of the books were saved, although the loss 
of records will necessitate a re-cataloging 
of the library. 


Moorhead. The pottery exhibit which was 
so successful in Mankato and Red Wing 
was at Moorhead during December. A gen- 
eral admission of ten cents, children 5 cents 
was charged to cover expenses. 


Preston. The City Council has voted a 
tax for the support of the library, amount- 
ing to $25 per month. 


Red Wing. The exhibit of American pot- 
tery which was held at the library during 
November attracted much attention. Added 
to the loan collection was a very interesting 
display of Indian pottery, belonging to Dr. 
Sweeney, as well as exhibits from local 
potteries. The Ladies Art Club gave an 
open program at which Dr. Sweeney talked 
on native pottery, and others discussed the 
various wares which were represented in 
the collection. 

The outline for the story hour has been 
planned for the year and is based upon 
classic myths and Jegends. The Christmas 
hour was devoted to the smallest children. 
The darkened room, with a fire in the fire- 
place, a lighted Christmas tree, and a circle 
of little people seated on the floor made a 
charming picture. 


Redwood Falls. Miss Lorence Munson 
gave an entertainment for the benefit of the 
library in November. 


Robbinsdale. The library board gave a 
watch night party December 3lst. Fortune 
telling and surprise games were the feature 
of the evening. 





Rochester. A _ collection of children’s 
books in fine bindings and with beautiful 
illustrations has been started. This col- 
lection is to be used only in the library, 
and has been found of much interest to 
teachers and mothers as well as to the chil- 
dren. A full new set of St. Nicholas and 
Birds and Nature has also been added, to- 
gether with a dozen scrap books made from 
the children’s favorites. 


St. Paul. Several important additions 
have been made to the list of periodicals 
in the reading-room, bringing the total num- 
ber of papers and magazines accessible 
there well over four hundred. 

Three attractive German prints in color 
have been hung in the new children’s room. 
These are Volkmann’s “‘Wheat-field,” Hoch’s 
“Group of Pine Trees” and “The Swans.” 


Spicer. A musical and literary entertain- 
ment early in December brought in about 
$15 for the benefit of the library. 


Stillwater. The library has received a 


valuable gift from Miss Alice Murdock of | 
the first 70 volumes of the Atlantic Monthly, 
which, together with the numbers previously | 


donated by Mrs. William McClure, complete 
the set to the present time. 


Two Harbors. 





As it was found that the | 
site originally chosen for the library build- | 
ing was too small to give the building a | 
worthy setting, a committee was appointed | 
by the Mayor to work with the library board | 


for the purpose of securing a larger ang 
ynore desirable location and to raise the 
necessary fund for its purchase. The cop. 
mittee was finally successful in securing ap 
excellent location 100 feet square, ang 
ground was broken early in December. 


Virginia. A large addition to the library 
will soon be made as $1,200 has been appro. 
priated for purchase of books. 


White Bear. On October ist, the library 
was moved to the new Y. M. C. A. building, 
where it now occupies two rooms on the 
second floor. 


Willmar. Mr. Ludvig Dale entertained the 
girls and boys at a story hour held early ip 
December. A number of new Swedish books 
have. been placed on the shelves. 

The report of the King Oscar traveling 
library which was sent to Willmar a year 
ago is as follows: There were 83 books 
in the collection, 107 different persons have 
made use of the library, and the total num- 
ber of loans is 6138. 


Winnebago City. ‘Scenes in a Union De 
pot” was given at the opera house in No 


| vember for the benefit of the public library. 
| The net receipts were $58. 


Worthington. The Tourist Club has do- 
nated to the library about 30 valuable books 
largely in Greek history, literature and art. 
These were purchased with the proceeds of 
a lecture given last winter by Dr. Powers. 











